
Should I define one special 
member in terms of another?
Case study: the copy/swap idiom
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How often is lhs capacity sufficient?
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Best case 
(same speed)

Average case 
(70% slower)

Worst case 
(almost 8 times slower)

Speed of 
optimized copy 
assignment 
operator vs “copy/
swap” assignment

lhs always needs to 
reallocate vector

lhs never needs to 
reallocate vector


